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The Howdy Farm at Texas A&M was founded in the fall of 2009 as a project 
to promote sustainable agriculture and experiential learning communities.We have 
become a student-led grassroots initiative that promotes local food, facilitates organic 
food research, and empowers students to experience agriculture hands on.   From 
humble beginnings as a demonstration garden, our vision of student agriculture 
began to grow in collaboration with University Dining Services. The farm was initially 
introduced to the campus as a source of local, organic produce for students dining on 
campus. Sales to University Dining and the local community provided the farm with the 
ability to operate year-round. The interest in the farm has grown rapidly the past three 
years and the farm has grown with it earning consecutive grants in 2011 and 2012 
from the student-funded Aggie Green Fund which exists to empower students & faculty 
to take action and bring creative sustainability initiatives to the TAMU campus. 

The Howdy Farm initiated a student organization, The Sustainable Agriculture 
Student Association (SASA), in 2011 in order to form a unified body of volunteers 
and expose students to aspects of local and organic agriculture. The farm currently 
sees around 350 students a semester from a combination of volunteer students and 
courses offering credit for service. We’re proud to say that the Howdy Farm is the point 
of contact for our peers  to reconnect with their food. The majority of whom come with 
no former personal experience or academic interest in agriculture. While holding to its 
original mission of ensuring seasonal organic food in the dining halls, the crops grown 
at the Howdy Farm are distributed to many different sources including: Texas A&M 
University Dining, the student farm CSA-R, and Farmers’ Markets in the Brazos Valley 
and Houston.
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Texas A&M University Dining became the student farm’s first customer in 
the winter of 2009. This partnership has grown, culminating in nearly 1300 pounds of 
fresh, student grown produce being served to students at the Sbisa dining hall in the 
fall of 2010. Since October 2011, the Howdy Farm has delivered over 6,500 lbs. of 
fresh organic produce to dining facilities, sold at half of the current market value to 
generate financial savings for the university. The student farm has been largely 
supported by establishing a community-supported agriculture (CSA) marketing system, 
with CSA “shareholders” receiving a weekly supply of fresh produce. The CSA has 
allowed us to fulfill our vision to supply students and faculty with a source of quality 
organic produce. In the fall of 2010, the Howdy farm began to market produce at the 
Brazos Valley Farmers’ Market giving students experience in direct sales as well as 
reaching out to a community of potential volunteers interested in local food production. 
There are plans for the student organic farm to re-establish the on-campus farmers’ 
market in order to provide fresh, student-grown produce directly to the Texas A&M 
campus. The student farm also held weekly donations for the Bryan soup kitchen as 
well as a large donation in December, providing fresh produce to over 100 families. In 
the Spring of 2012, the Howdy farm began operating a booth at the Urban Harvest 
Farmers’ Market in Houston opening a further avenue for product sales as well as 
exposing students to the business side of horticulture education.

In the fall of 2011, the Vegetable Crop Production course, HORT 325, was 
the first class fully integrated into the Howdy Farm. Students enrolled in the fall 
semester were able to use the farm for experiential education opportunities in crop 
production, supply chain management, and marketing on campus as well as through 
local venues. Other classes from the Horticulture, Geology, and Recreational Parks 
and Tourism departments have also been involved with Howdy Farm through volunteer 
opportunities, presentations and trainings. The Howdy Farm is currently developing 
a sustainable agriculture apprenticeship program. The first class began this Spring 
2012 as a Hort 485 course and involved three undergraduate research projects. Future 
interns will be enrolling in a formal Hort 484 internship course to begin in the 2012-13 
academic year. The Howdy Farm has facilitated 5 graduate research projects and 5 
undergraduate research projects in sustainable agriculture. The farm is currently the 
only program actively engaged in organic research for the Department of Horticulture. 
The opportunities available to a working student farm allow us to pursue topics beyond 
crop production, pursuing topics in small farm economics, marketing and education.

Currently, the Howdy Farm receives no financial funding from the administration 
of Texas A&M University. However, it does receive in-kind access to a tractor, 
greenhouse space, farmland, a work-truck, and water for crops. The initial Aggie 
Green Fund grant  money was used mostly on capital costs to purchase additional 
equipment necessary to operate a small farm. The farm is designed to function 
as a not-for-profit educational venture. In the Spring of 2012, an undergraduate 
student researched and analyzed the sustainability of running a student farm. It 
was determined that from May 2011 – July 2012, the farm has grossed $29,394.59.  
Despite rapid growth and close to $17,000 in gross revenue since January of 2012, the 
farm is barely meeting its payroll. The farm pays 4 student workers for around 20 hours 
of wages per week costing $32,993. In an ideal model, the farm would have to take in 
over $40,000 annually to become self-sufficient. 
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The overall purpose of the Howdy Farm is to serve as a certified organic student 
farm that provides organic, local produce for the campus and community, while at the 
same time providing a working organic farm for experiential educational, research, 
and extension activities. In order to accomplish our goals, we applied for a second 
grant from the Aggie Green Fund. In May, the farm was awarded a $96,000 grant 
for a Greenhouse and Education facility. The proposed facility will reflect the belief 
that young people are capable of achieving great things if given the opportunity. That 
mission is accomplished incorporating students into every aspect of the project’s 
implementation from the allocation of funds, its design, construction and future use.  
The Sustainable Agriculture Student Association envision an educational organic 
agriculture facility utilizing solar and rainwater technologies to be constructed at 
the Howdy Farm. This structure would ensure year-round greenhouse production 
capability and adequate learning space. The facility will educate TAMU students 
about sustainable greenhouse production by hosting classes and using the space for 
research, class projects, and independent graduate and undergraduate research on 
sustainable crop production. 

The Howdy Farm is the only organic student farm program in the state of Texas.  
However, the Howdy Farm program and the work put into it the past three years is 
in jeopardy. On September 1, 2012, our advisor and teacher Dr. King will be fired. 
As an embodiment of TAMU’s value of selfless service, Dr. King has let us borrow 
his equipment from his own farm to ensure our success. The University has decided 
it will not fill his vacated position. As students, we fear that the time and effort we 
have devoted to fostering a culture of sustainability will vanish upon our graduation 
due to the neglected eye of our school’s administration. Young people nationwide 
have demanded that the ethical standard be raised in the production of the food they 
consume.. Upon the horizon, lies a new future for United States. It is a place where 
the whole globe is dedicated to the principles of sustainability  At the Howdy Farm, we 
believe Texas should not be left behind.

 
Sincerely,
 
The Howdy Farmers
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